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Committee mandate: The Special Standing Committee on Members’ Services is an all-party committee consisting of 12 
Members of the Legislative Assembly. The Speaker is traditionally the chair of this committee, which approves the annual 
estimates of the Legislative Assembly Office and may modify regulations, orders, or other directives governing the office’s 
financial and personnel administration. The committee also sets members’ allowances, constituency office allowances, and 
members’ benefits and establishes human resource, informatics, and financial management policy for the Legislative 
Assembly Office. 
 
There are two indexes for the transcripts of meetings of the Special Standing Committee on Members’ Services, a subject 
index and a speaker index. These indexes cover committee activities during the 27th Legislature, Fourth Session (February 
22, 2011, to February 6, 2012). 
 
Abbreviations 

Political parties 
AB  Alberta Party 
AL  Alberta Liberal Party 
Ind.  Independent (no party affiliation) 
ND  New Democratic Party 
PC  Progressive Conservative Party 
W  Wildrose Party 

 
Abbreviations not included in the above list are in the subject index in alphabetical order. 
 
Committee meeting dates and page ranges with links to transcripts: 

Committee meeting dates Pages 
November 16, 2011  ................................................................................ MS141-63 

 
 

https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/committees/ms/legislature_27/session_4/20111116_1000_01_ms.pdf
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Alberta – Population 
Estimates used in budget calculations ... Chair  MS153 

Alberta Party services 
Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS153, MS154 

Alberta Union of Provincial Employees (AUPE) 
Contract adjustment for Fort-McMurray area ... Chair  

MS155 
Public service alignment with contracts ... Chair  

MS153, MS159 
Auditor General 

One-time payments to employees (pay adjustment), 
funding through supplementary estimates ... Chair  
MS159; Chase  MS158–59 

Average weekly earnings index 
Relation to MLA remuneration ... Chair  MS153 

Cabinet ministers 
See Ministers (Provincial government) 

Canadian Capital Cities Organization conference 
Funding ... Chair  MS154 

Caucus budget calculations 
See specific caucuses 

Chairs of committees, remuneration for 
See Committees of the Legislative Assembly, standing 

and policy field: Budget 2012-13 
Committee on Legislative Offices, Standing 

Appearance of Auditor General before ... Chair  MS159; 
Chase  MS158–59 

Committee on Members’ Services, Special Standing 
Orders passed  MS160–61 
Substitutions on committee ... Chair  MS141; Chase  

MS141 
Committees of the Legislative Assembly, standing and 

policy field 
Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS153, MS154 

Communications technology 
See Information and communications technology 

Conferences 
See Canadian Capital Cities Organization conference 

Constituency offices 
Accessibility for persons with disabilities, future 

discussion on ... Chair  MS162; Hehr  MS162 
Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS154, MS160–61 
Employee contracts ... Campbell  MS159 
Operating expenses ... Chair  MS156–57 
Renovations ... Chair  MS157 
Rent costs ... Amery  MS157; Campbell  MS157; Chair  

MS156–57; Chase  MS157; Evans  MS157; Hehr  
MS157; Knight  MS157; Rogers  MS156–57 

Selection of property ... Chair  MS156–57, MS161; 
Chase  MS161; Evans  MS161; Rogers  MS156 

Constituency Services Orders 
CSO 3(d.1), motion on reimbursement to members for 

overnight accommodations outside constituency if 
nearest airport is more than 60 km from his/her 
permanent residence (passed) ... Amery  MS160; 
Chair  MS160; Knight  MS160; Mason  MS160 

Draft constituency services amendment order amending 
section 1(3), members’ services allowance calculation 
staffing cost adjustment, motion on 
(Campbell/Rogers: passed) ... Chair  MS160–61; 
Chase  MS161; Evans  MS161 

Numbering system ... Chair  MS160; Reynolds  MS160 
Consumer price index 

Relation to Legislative Assembly budget ... Chair  
MS153 

Deputy Chair of Committees (Legislative Assembly) 
Election procedure ... Chair  MS141 
Remuneration  See Committees of the Legislative 

Assembly, standing and policy field: Remuneration 
re 

Resignation of Mr. Mitzel ... Chair  MS141 
Elections, provincial 

Impact on Legislative Assembly Office budget ... Chair  
MS153–54; Evans  MS155 

Executive Council 
See Ministers (provincial government) 

Federal Public Building 
Budget 2012-13 ... Breault  MS158; Chair  MS154, 

MS157; Mason  MS157–58; McNeil  MS158 
Redevelopment ... Chair  MS154, MS157–58; Mason  

MS157–58 
Financial management and administrative services 

Assistance to members in selection of constituency 
offices ... Chair  MS161; Chase  MS161 

Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS154 
Government 

Separation of judiciary from ... Chair  MS146; Mason  
MS146 

Government caucus fund 
General remarks ... Campbell  MS159; Chair  MS159 

Government members’ services 
Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS153, MS154 

Health accounts for Legislative Assembly Office 
employees and constituency staff 
Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS153 
Purpose of ... Chair  MS159–60; Hehr  MS159; Mason  

MS160; Scarlett  MS159–60 
High technology 

See Information and communications technology 
House services 

Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS154 
Human resource services 

Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS154 
Independent members’ services 

Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS153 
Information and communications technology 

Funding for Federal Public Building ... Chair  MS157; 
McNeil  MS158 

Information technology services (Legislative Assembly 
Office) 
Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS154 

Judicial Council 
See Members of the Legislative Assembly: 

Compensation review, appointment of judge to 
Knowledge-based economy 

See Information and communications technology 
Learning and wellness account for members and 

Assembly employees 
Discontinuation of ... Chair  MS159–60; Hehr  MS159; 

Mason  MS160; Scarlett  MS159–60 
Legislative Assembly Office 

Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS153–54 
Budget 2012-13, motion to accept (Evans/Campbell: 

passed) ... Amery  MS155, MS157; Breault  MS155, 
MS158; Campbell  MS155, MS157, MS159; Chair  
MS155–56, MS156–60; Chase  MS157, MS158–59; 
Evans  MS155, MS157; Hehr  MS156, MS157, 
MS159–60; Knight  MS157; Mason  MS157–58, 
MS159, MS160; McNeil  MS158; Rogers  MS156; 
Scarlett  MS158–60; Taylor  MS158 
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Legislative Assembly Office (continued) 
Budget 2012-13, motion to accept (Evans/Campbell: 

passed), amendment to freeze MLA salaries until 
review is complete (Hehr: defeated) ... Chair  MS156; 
Chase  MS156; Hehr  MS156; Mason  MS156; 
Rogers  MS156 

Budget process, adoption of government practices ... 
Chair  MS153 

Budget process, number of sessional days used for 
calculations ... Chair  MS153 

Employee one-time payments for 2011 (pay 
adjustments) ... Campbell  MS159; Chair  MS158, 
MS159; Chase  MS158, MS159; Mason  MS159; 
McNeil  MS158; Scarlett  MS158–59, MS159; Taylor  
MS158 

Supplementary estimates/special warrants, no provision 
for ... Chair  MS158–59; Chase  MS158–59; McNeil  
MS158 

Legislative Offices, Standing Committee on 
See Committee on Legislative Offices, Standing 

Legislature Building 
Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS157; Mason  MS157 
Centennial celebrations ... Chair  MS154, MS157; 

Mason  MS158 
Legislature Library 

Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS154; Evans  MS155 
Liberal opposition members’ services 

See Official Opposition members’ services 
Mailing allowance 

See Postal allowance 
Matrix element for constituency office costs 

General remarks ... Chair  MS161 
Members’ administration 

Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS154 
Operational expenses ... Chair  MS154 

Members’ Allowances Orders 
Draft amendment order amending section 6(1) by 

increasing temporary residence allowance and 
amending 6(2) by increasing monthly allowance, 
motion re (passed) ... Chair  MS160 

Members’ benefit plan 
Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS153 

Members’ indemnities/allowances 
Benchmarks for ... Amery  MS147; Campbell  MS146; 

Chair  MS143, MS146, MS147, MS150, MS152; 
Chase  MS146; Knight  MS149; Mason  MS144, 
MS146, MS147–48; Rogers  MS147 

Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS153–54 
External committee to review  See Members of the 

Legislative Assembly – Compensation review 
Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo constituency allowance 

... Amery  MS155; Chair  MS155; Evans  MS155 
Freezing of until review is complete, amendment to 

motion to accept estimates (Hehr: defeated) ... Chair  
MS156; Chase  MS156; Hehr  MS156; Mason  
MS156; Rogers  MS156 

Transition allowance ... Chair  MS154; Evans  MS155 
Members of the Legislative Assembly 

Administrative expenses [See also Members’ 
allowances; Members’ indemnities/allowances; 
Members’ services allowance]; Chair  MS154 

Counselling services for former members (proposed) ... 
Campbell  MS161–62; Chair  MS162 

Increase in number, impact on budget ... Chair  MS154; 
Mason  MS154 

 

Members of the Legislative Assembly (continued) 
Travel outside constituency, amendment to 

reimbursement criteria  See Constituency Services 
Orders: 3(d.1) 

Members of the Legislative Assembly – Compensation 
review 
Accountability of Members’ Services Committee re ... 

Elniski  MS149 
Appointment of judge to panel ... Chair  MS143, 

MS146–47; Mason  MS146; Rogers  MS147 
Debate in Assembly vs. preacceptance of panel report 

(terms of reference letter point 6) ... Anderson  
MS151; Chair  MS150, MS152; Chase  MS150; 
Evans  MS151; Taylor  MS150 

Estimated cost ... Campbell  MS146; Chair  MS142; 
Rogers  MS143 

Independence of panel ... MS149, MS150; Evans  
MS145, MS151; Hehr  MS145; Lund  MS148–49; 
Mason  MS149; Rogers  MS143, MS148; Taylor  
MS143 

Mandate ... Chair  MS142–43, MS152 
Motion Other than Government Motion 501 ... Amery  

MS147; Campbell  MS145–46; Chair  MS141–43; 
Chase  MS143, MS149, MS150, MS152; Evans  
MS145, MS151; Mason  MS148; Rogers  MS143 

Panel recommendation, members’ ability to accept 
lower amount ... Anderson  MS152–53; Chair  
MS152–53 

Panel selection ... Chair  MS147; Knight  MS149–50; 
Mason  MS147–48; Rogers  MS147 

Panel selection by Speaker, process for ... Chair  
MS145, MS150, MS152; Chase  MS150, MS152; 
Evans  MS145; Hehr  MS145, MS147; Lund  MS151; 
Mason  MS148, MS150 

Premier’s letter to the Speaker on ... Chair  MS141–42, 
MS144; Mason  MS144 

Procedure and terms of reference ... Chair  MS142–43; 
Chase  MS143; Mason  MS147–48; Taylor  MS143 

Procedure and terms of reference, motion on (Lund: 
passed) ... Amery  MS147; Anderson  MS151; 
Campbell  MS145–46; Chair  MS144–45, MS146–47, 
MS150, MS151–52; Chase  MS146, MS149–50; 
Elniski  MS149; Evans  MS145, MS150–51; Hehr  
MS145, MS147; Knight  MS148–50; Lund  MS144, 
MS148–49, MS151; Mason  MS144, MS146–50; 
Rogers  MS147–48; Taylor  MS150, MS151 

Procedure and terms of reference, motion on, 
subamendment to refer back to committee re terms of 
reference and panel selection (Mason: defeated) ... 
Chase  MS149; Elniski  MS149; Knight  MS148; 
Lund  MS148–49; Mason  MS147–48, MS149; 
Rogers  MS148 

Procedure and terms of reference, motion on (Lund: 
passed), recorded vote ... MS151–52 

Proposal for, history of ... Knight  MS149; Mason  
MS149 

Public views on ... Elniski  MS149; Evans  MS151; 
Mason  MS150 

Members’ Services, Special Standing Committee on 
See Committee on Members’ Services, Special 

Standing 
Members’ services allowance 

Funding formula ... Chair  MS153, MS154; Evans  
MS155 

Ministers (provincial government) 
Increase in salary, process for ... Anderson  MS151 
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Mitzel, Len 
See Deputy Chair of Committees: Resignation of Mr. 

Mitzel 
MLAs 

See Members of the Legislative Assembly 
Motions in committee 

Acceptance of draft procedure and terms of reference for 
review of MLA indemnities and allowances (passed) 
... MS144–52 

Acceptance of draft procedure and terms of reference for 
review of MLA indemnities and allowances, recorded 
vote ... MS151–52 

Acceptance of draft terms of reference and procedure, 
subamendment to refer back to committee with 
specific terms of reference and recommendations on 
panel composition (defeated) ... MS147–49 

Constituency Services amendment order re calculation of 
members’ services allowance (passed) ... MS160–61 

Constituency Services Order 3(d.1), reimbursement of 
members for overnight accommodations outside 
constituency if nearest airport is more than 60 km 
from his/her permanent residence (passed) ... MS160 

Legislative Assembly Offices, acceptance of Budget 
2012-13 (passed) ... MS155–60 

Legislative Assembly Offices, acceptance of Budget 
2012-13 (passed), amendment to freeze MLA salaries 
until review is complete (defeated) ... MS156 

Members’ allowance amendment order, increase in 
temporary residence allowance (passed) ... MS160 

Motions Other than Government Motions (Legislative 
Assembly) 
No. 501  See Members’ indemnities/allowances: 

Salaries and benefits, proposed review of (Motion 
501) 

Nonprofit/charitable organizations 
Executive director compensation ... Chair  MS146; 

Mason  MS146 
Nova Scotia 

MLA salary and benefit review ... Chair  MS145, 
MS162; Hehr  MS147; Rogers  MS162 

Office of the Premier 
Salary increase, process for ... Anderson  MS151 

Office of the Speaker 
[See also Members of the Legislative Assembly – 

Compensation review: Panel selection by Speaker, 
process for] 

Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS154 

Official Opposition services 
Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS153, MS154 

Pension plan 
Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS153–54 

Postal allowance 
Budget 2012-13 ... Amery  MS155–56; Breault  MS155; 

Chair  MS153, MS155, MS161 
Premier’s Office 

See Office of the Premier 
Provincial elections 

See Elections, provincial 
Recorded votes 

MLA compensation review procedure and terms of 
reference (Lund: passed) ... MS151–52 

Registered retirement savings plan for members 
Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS153–54 

Saher, Merwan 
See Auditor General 

Speaker’s Office 
Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS154 

Standing Orders 
Provisions for election of Deputy Chair of Committees 

... Chair  MS141 
Telephones 

Updating of ... Chair  MS162–63; Ellis  MS163; Mason  
MS162–63 

Temporary residence allowance for members 
Motion to increase ... Amery  MS160; Chair  MS160; 

Knight  MS160; Mason  MS160 
Visitor services 

Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS154; Evans  MS155 
Wellness account 

See Learning and wellness account for members and 
Assembly employees 

Wildrose opposition services 
Budget 2012-13 ... Chair  MS153, MS154 

Workers’ compensation 
Premium increases ... Chair  MS153, MS154 
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